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DISTRICT LIBRARY MEETINGS 
1951 


Good attendance and unusual en- 
thusiasm marked the district library 
meetings this year. Norman Kilpat- 
rick, president of the Iowa Library 
Association, was present at every 
meeting and the president-elect, Ger- 
maine Krettek of Council Bluffs, 
missed just one. Their presence, as 
well as that of Mrs. Ellis Newsome 
of the university library staff, added 
much to the discussions and interest. 
Mrs. Newsome talked on the value 
of audio-visual aids in libraries and 
her discussion of the film and the 
showing of one on Longfellow’s life 
made all present aware of the great 
possibilities of that medium in library 
work. 

At each meeting there were discus- 
sions of practical affairs such as dis- 
carding and binding, and there was 
an evaluation of library work in panel 
discussions, in which librarians doing 
different kinds of library work and 
trustees gave their ideas of how we 
are progressing toward the goals we 
have set. There were discussions of 
new books and some talk about prin- 
ciples of selecting them for library 
patrons. But, more important than 
any prepared program, there was op- 
portunity for meeting and discussing 
informally some of the problems and 
joys of the work we are doing. 

Perma S. Lohn, librarian at Wart- 
burg College, Waverly, was chairman 
of the West Union meeting. Mrs. 
Ralph Feeney of Strawberry Point 
was elected chairman for the meet- 
ing next year, which will be in Cresco. 

The rain at Algona did not dampen 
the spirits of those who came to the 
meeting, which was held in the beau- 
tiful new children’s room. Mrs. Clark 
Mechem of Thompson had planned, 
and carried out an interesting meet- 
ing. We were all happy to have Mrs. 
Hanford McNider present. A special 
feature of the program was Mrs. Wil- 
bur Sackett’s reading of the play 
“Wisteria Trees.”’” Mrs. Ada Chaplin 
of Britt was elected chairman for 
next year. 

It was clean-up day at Westmar 


College when we arrived in LeMars 
May 3, and students were busily tidy. 
ing up the campus and buildings. The 
meetings were held at the college. 
Lucile Peterson of Estherville pre 
sided. The trustees present had op. 
portunity to go off by themselves and 
talk over their problems while the 
librarians discussed matters of prac. 
tical nature. A visit to the new col- 
lege library was enjoyed by all who 
were present. Dorothy Larson, |i- 
brarian of Westmar College library, 
was appointed chairman for next 
year, and Storm Lake invited us to 
meet there. 


The Wahkonsa Hotel was the place 
for the morning session and luncheon 
at Fort Dodge. The afternoon meet- 
ing was at the library. Mrs. Harold 
A. Garver of the Boone library board 
of trustees was chairman of the meet- 
ing. In his panel discussion, Mr. 
Spaulding presented the new associ- 
ate librarian of the Des Moines ii- 
brary, Dan Williams, who added much 
to the discussion. Blanche Maytag 
of Newton was elected chairman for 
next year. 

Lively discussion and much of it 
from the audience characterized the 
Maquoketa meeting, which was under 
the direction of the chairman, Lucile 
Davis of Clinton. Betty Coughlin of 
Davenport was elected chairman for 
the meeting next year, which was in- 
vited to Tipton. 

May Belle Ditch, Ottumwa librar- 
ian, was in charge of the Fort Madi- 
son meeting. The welcome was ex- 
tended by F. A. Coleman, president 
of the library board. Luncheon was 
at the beautiful Country Club, where 
we had a view of the Mississippi. The 
trustees present had a table of their 
own and stayed behind for a chance 
to talk things over after the librar- 
ians had gone back to the library for 
the afternoon session. Mrs. Hoyt 
Lutes of Fairfield was elected chair- 
man of the next meeting, which 
be held in Mount Pleasant. 

Districts eight and nine were joined 
in a two-day Workshop-District meet 
ing, which was well attended. There 
were 33 librarians and trustees wh? 
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came the first day to brush up on 
proper techniques in cataloguing, 
working with schools, selecting books 
and establishing good public rela- 
tions. 

Jeannette Winters of Red Oak and 
Alice Lammers, librarian of the Cen- 
tral College Library, Pella, were 
co-chairmen of the meeting held the 
following day. O. E. Anderson, presi- 
dent of the Creston Library board, 
discussed some of the new tax prob- 
lems and their relation to libraries. 
A dinner for those attending the 
Workshop was held at Iowana Hotel 
Wednesday evening, and a luncheon 
on Thursday. 

Mrs. Beulah Mabry of Albia and 
Vera Payton of Clarinda were elected 
chairmen of their districts for the 
coming year. Shenandoah invited the 
Ninth District to meet there. 


Attendance was as follows: 


I District 1 76 
| Ea ae = 2 83 
| ee “ 3 87 
AE ene 4 4 51 
eee - 5 90 
meemenens ...................... - 6 79 
Fort Madison. ................ sit 7 51 
Creston ........ ar ace tag = 8&9 86 

ae eee eee 603 


Those taking part on the programs, 
in addition to Mrs. Ellis Newsome, 
Blanche A. Smith and Norman Kil- 


patrick were: 

0. E. Anderson, Creston 

Robert K. Beck, Centerville 

Mrs. L. L. Belk, LeMars 

Richard W. Brooks, Cedar Rapids 

Clinton E. Burris, Morningside College, 
Sioux City 

Florence W. Butler, Sioux City 

Mrs. Ada Chaplin, Britt 

F. A. Coleman, Fort Madison 

Betty Copeland, Burlington 

Margaret E. Davidson, Webster City 

Marian E. Dunham, Grinnell 

Ruth Dyer, Indianola 

J. Archer Eggen, Cedar Rapids 

Theresa Feyereisen, Waterloo 

Sara Gosselink, Spencer 

Elton Gross, Strawberry Point 

Flizabeth B. Hage, Eldridge, Scott County 

John Harvey, Parsons College, Fairfield 

Mrs. Dorothy Higbee, Cornell College, 
Mount Vernon 

Eleanor Jones, Sioux City 

Paul F. Kamler, Clinton 

Mrs. Eloise Kibbie, Sac City 

Germaine Krettek, Council Bluffs 

Mrs. Leona Lacock, Jefferson 


Dorothy Larson, Westmar College, Le- 


ars 
Mary Elizabeth Ledlie, Des Moines 
Mrs. Fred Louis, Jr., Harlan 
Mrs. Kathryn Maggert, High School li- 
brarian, LeMars 
Aleta Malmberg, High School Library, 
Iowa City 
Elizabeth Martin, Davenport 
Blanche Maytag, Newton 
Judge F. K. Mulroney, Fort Dodge 
Martha A. Naumann, Storm Lake 
Mrs. T. O’Rieley, McGregor 
Mrs. Ruth Plummer, Council Bluffs 
Arlene Russell, Waverly 
Hazel Scheiber, Davenport 
Mrs. R. C. Sebern, Fort Dodge 
Blanche A. Sherman, Monona 
F. B. Spaulding, Des Moines 
Thelma Spicer, Oelwein 
Mrs. Harry Stanwood, Des Moines 
Opal Tanner, Muscatine 
Mrs. Ruth Galvin Thornburg, Spirit Lake 
Mildred Treman, Council Bluffs 
Zenobia Walton, Sibley 
Mrs. H. W. Weinman, Indianola 
Dan W. Williams, Des Moines 
Lyra Wirth, Davenport 
Dr. B. N. Zuehl, LeMars 





ALA Has A New President 

David H. Clift, Associate Librarian 
at Yale University, has been appoint- 
ed executive secretary of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. The ALA 
has a membership of 20,000 librar- 
ians. 

Mr. Clift, who is 44 years old, suc- 
ceeds John Mackenzie Cory, who an- 
nounced his resignation at the recent 
ALA midwinter conference. Clift 
relinquished his Yale post to take 
office in Chicago where the 75th an- 
niversary of ALA was held July 8-14. 

He was appointed Yale’s Associate 
Librarian in 1945, after release from 
the Army where he had served since 
1942. In 1945 he went to Germany 
as a member of the Library of Con- 
gress mission to seek books in enemy 
countries for American research li- 
braries and later served as its deputy 
chief. 

In 1937 Clift was appointed as- 
sistant to the director of libraries at 
Columbia University, New York. He 
had previously been reference assist- 
ant in the New York Public Library 
since 1931. 

He was born in Mason County, 
Kentucky, June 16, 1907. He received 
his B.S. at the University of Ken- 
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tucky in 1930 and his B.S. from the 
Columbia University School of Li- 
brary Service in 1931. 

He is immediate past-president of 
the Connecticut Library Association 
and previously served terms as sec- 
retary and first vice president. He is 
chairman of the ALA Board on Per- 
sonnel Administration. 





LIBRARY SERVICE BILL 
S 1452 


The Library Service Bill was intro- 
‘duced into the Senate May 9, by Sen- 
ator Lister Hill (Ala.) and was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Labor 
and Public Welfare. 

Senators Paul Douglas (Ill.) and 
George Aiken (Vt.) are co-sponsoring 
the measure, which provides a basic 
grant to each state of $40,000 a year 
for five years, with additional funds 
available under a variable matching 
formula based on rural population and 
per capita income. The cost of the 
program, not to exceed seven and one- 
half million dollars per year, will de- 
pend on how rapidly the states move 
to improve and extend library service. 

Urged by the American Library 
Association, the measure, known as 
the Library Service Bill, will help the 
states to overcome a national shortage 
of libraries by providing library serv- 
ice to the millions of farm and rural 
families and others without such 
service. 

Speaking for himself, Senator 
Douglas and Senator Aiken upon the 
introduction of the bill, Hill declared, 
“In spite of its importance to democ- 
racy the public library, like the public 
school, has been neglected. Thirty- 
three million people in the nation are 
without library service. Ninety per 
cent of these live on farms and in 
small communities. An additional 
thirty-five million have inadequate 
library service. 

“In only 11 states and the District 
of Columbia is public library service 
available to as many as 85 per cent 
of the people. More than six hundred 
counties in the United States—rough- 
ly one out of five—are without any 
public library. Less than one-third 


of our 3,070 counties have county- 
wide library service. 


“The urgent need for strengthening 
our schools and library service is 
once again proven by the high rate 
of rejection of men under Selective 
Service for educational deficiencies 
and the recent six months’ survey by 
the New York Times revealing the 
extent that our public schools are 
suffering from financial hardship. 
The survey showed that three and 
one-half million rural boys and girls 
are receiving an inferior education 
due to over-crowded classrooms, 
shortages of well trained teachers, 
inadequate courses of study, double 
sessions and part-time instruction. 


“Library service complements and 
supplements the work of our schools 
by carrying the school into the home,” 
Hill said. “Schools can not serve their 
maximum usefulness without ade- 
quate libraries to provide home read- 
ing and other educational materials. 
The public library extends the educa- 
tional process for the adult who may 
find that his schooling of 10 or 20 
years ago is inadequate in meeting 
today’s problems. 

“Never in our history have the peo- 
ple had greater need for knowledge 
upon which to base their opinions 
and build their decisions. With the 
many grave problems facing our na- 
tion today our national welfare de- 
mands that the ordinary citizen be 
able to get books, newspapers and 
other sources of knowledge about the 
world he lives in. 

“The tasks of peace are the most 
difficult ever to challenge the genius 
of a nation. A highly trained, fully 
informed citizenry is essential to the 
defense of our freedom and to the 
building of lasting peace.” 

The funds under the bill will be 
used by state library agencies for the 
development and promotion of state 
plans for the extension of library 
service, primarily in rural areas. The 
bill leaves the administration of funds 
for the program entirely in the hands 
of state and local officials. 

Mrs. Margie S. Malmberg, director 
of A L A Washington office, reports 
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that Iowa will be eligible for the 
initial allotment of $40,000, plus 
$133,977 on the basis of rural popula- 
tion, or the total amount of $173,977 


from federal funds. To secure the 
whole amount the state must provide 
$170,532. 





HOW YOUR STATE TRAVELING LIBRARY CAN SERVE YOU 


By Blanche A. Smith 
(An Open Letter to a Library Patron) 


You have asked how our State 
Traveling Library can serve you. I 
am glad to try to tell you some of 
the ways in which we do this. This 
library is set up to do two things— 
to serve the people who have no li- 
braries, and to help the libraries. And 
this, you see, easily covers all the 
people of the state who want library 
service. 

A look at our annual report, which 
we are sending under separate cover, 
will show you how we try to accom- 
plish this dual purpose. You will see 
the quantities of books which are 
purchased, organized and distributed 
to the people of the state. You will 
see that we serve libraries, schools, 
organizations and clubs and also in- 
dividuals throughout the state. 

The books are carefully selected by 
people who are educated and trained 
for the work. There are those who 
handle the reference work for clubs, 
schools and individuals. There is an 
assistant who is trained for children’s 
work. She selects the books for 
schools. It is a specialized kind of 
work because the demands come for 
books on special subjects and for spe- 
cial grades. Only a person who knows 
children’s books well can handle such 
requests with satisfaction to the per- 
sons who make them. Other assist- 
ants make up for the collections for 
general circulation, with requested 
percentage of books for children. 

The libraries are served according 
to the kind of information needed. 
The large libraries ask for the oc- 
casional book which they do not need 
to have in their collection. Often it 
is too highly specialized to be neces- 
sary in their community. Again it 
may be too expensive for the library 
to afford. It may be a request for 
books in foreign languages for a 
small per cent of the population or a 


dictionary for a newly arrived dis- 
placed couple unable to carry on any 
conversation with their employers 
except by sign language. It may be 
that some university library out of 
the state is asking for the loan of a 
rare magazine needed for some schol- 
ary research. These requests come 
frequently. The magazine may be sent 
by express with high valuation on it, 
or a photostat made and sent. Many 
of the files of magazines belonging to 
this library are valuable and not to 
be found in many libraries through- 
out the country. 

For the smaller libraries with small 
collections which the readers of the 
community could easily read in a 
short time, we send collections of 
books which may be kept for three 
months and circulated to the people 
of the community. This service is 
also extended to schools and organiza- 
tions that try to serve the community. 
The sets that we make up for such 
uses are varied to suit the needs of 
the people, whether adult, juvenile, or 
both. Some of the latest books and 
those appearing on reading lists that 
are being used by organizations such 
as the Federated clubs and Farm 
Bureau are sent for four weeks. 

But the smaller libraries need more 
than just books. Most of the librar- 
ians have had no library training and 
know little more than to check books 
in and out. They need help in select- 
ing the books to be bought with their 
small book funds, advice about hours 
of opening of the library, the amount 
to be spent for various items, how 
to organize the collection for best 
efficiency, how to work with the li- 
brary board—and many other things 
that arise and should be settled. Each 
of the libraries in the state should 
be visited for one cannot understand 
the situation without seeing it. How- 
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ever, this has been impossible because 
our budget has not allowed enough 
for a trained field visitor and the 
visits we make are far too few. 


The library boards need help and 
advice. Many of the members have 
a very hazy idea about the duties and 
responsibilities of conducting library 
service in the community. They write 
and ask what their duties are, wheth- 
er they should select the books for 
the library, how many hours the li- 
brary should be open to the public, 
whether it is a good thing to have 
the library room (in a small town) 
located in the school or in the town 
hall, what they should pay the li- 
brarian per hour, how to get tax sup- 
port, and many other questions, all 
very important to them. 


The State Traveling Library col- 
lects reports from the libraries of the 
state and summarizes them, thus 
showing the over-all picture of li- 
brary work in the state. This is re- 
ported to American Library Associa- 
tion for their statistical studies, and 
also to Washington, to the Library 
Department of the Bureau of Edu- 
cation. 

To further the work of the libraries 
of the state, we work with the lowa 
Library Association in organizing 
their work, planning the state and 
district meetings where we can reach 
librarians and members of the library 
boards. For the last 10 years, we 
have been conducting library insti- 
tutes where we try to reach some of 
the librarians of the libraries we are 
not able to visit. At these institutes 
we emphasize the essentials of library 
work, book selection, how to organize 
the book collection for best service, 
how to discard the books that are 
outmoded or worn out, how to keep 
hbrary statistics, how to work with 
children, and relation of library and 
schools. These meetings have been 
widely attended and have been suc- 
cessful as far as they have gone. 

The Iowa Library Quarterly, pub- 
lished here, brings items of library 
interest to those engaged in the work, 
either as librarians or trustees. 

The letters which come in one day 





might give the scope of the needs we 
try to fill. A librarian in one of the 
medium-sized libraries sends a list of 
reference books and asks our advice, 
The board will meet soon to make 
the selection and she wants to know 
whether her suggestions are the best 
or whether there are others that 
might be considered. She wants a 
book on electronics, one on journal- 
ism, a dictionary of British authors, 
a book on parliamentary procedure, 
automotive engineering, a book on 
diesel engines, a dictionary of the 
Bible, and so on, for a couple of type- 
written pages. The advice reaches 
her for the board meeting. 


Another library has received money 
for remodeling the library. The board 
wants advice about it. Will it be 
better to add to the present building 
or build a new one? Another small 
community is organizing their li- 
brary and the newly appointed board 
wants a visit so they can learn what 
they are supposed to do, and get 
started in the right direction. A 
county where they have recently 
voted a county library wants to have 
the librarian from this library meet 
with the board and help in the or- 
ganization. 

And there are numerous calls for 
help in getting a librarian for the 
library or staff. This is difficult at 
present. Formerly there were enough 
people wanting jobs so that such sug- 
gestions could be made from our files. 
Today librarians are not easily found. 

So you see that there are ways in 
which this library can help you 
whether you are an individual want- 
ing to borrow a book, a librarian 
needing help or a club woman plan- 
ning a program. Whether you are 4 
teacher in a rural school wanting 
books for the children to read, or 4 
superintendent wishing to order 4 
collection for his school. 

The State Traveling Library is 
your library. We' have but one pur- 
pose and that is to serve as effectively 
as possible in a state where the need 
is great and where our service }s 
sorely restricted by inadequate finan- 
cial support. 
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GOING DOWN 


At a time when everything else seems to be taking an upward trend it is 
encouraging to see that the number of Iowans without library service is 
growing smaller. This is due to the figures from the counties where library 
service is offered to all the people in the county, as in Cerro Gordo, Dubuque, 
Scott, Woodbury, Hardin and Page. 

We will be glad to have corrections on the following figures which are 
based on the assumption that library service should not be given away to 
those outside the tax-supported area; and that paying for a library card 
should not be necessary in a state which boasts of its high literacy record 


and its outstanding public schools. 
Population Number Per Cent 


of Not Not Served 
Name of County County Served By Libraries 

EES TE ee ee ee ee 12,266 9,302 75.83 
ETI CERNE amen 8,745 6,649 76.03 
IID stich eieeiceniemindiehibtteida al a in 16,353 9,736 59.53 
Appanoose ............. si apeiaintecemsenenatlletledastcaetniaininiiia 19,659 11,117 43.45 
IIE isl iaiihstitsieshd ane teheaecieeeisseniaiidiiompminnpnsesiiat iat oa 11,575 7,120 61.49 
ET ee sinicinasebbidiiensted 22,643 14,734 65.07 
Black Hawk RSAC SUNT AS 99,580 18,633 18.71 
TS Se TO Ne, 27,944 12,524 44.81 
abi iannceiliehnn cca saci ees een 18,843 10,716 56.85 
ER ERR RRRTENET RANE 21,666 16,269 75.09 
ATARI E EIN GENT 21,090 8,889 42.14 
eR REINS eEeEIE REE 17,328 10,428 60.18 
SIL Seiabchibcassibasiniiiiandiniitilenteidineadiinaimaamtesina test as 16,890 8,620 50.10 
ESR ARO Rte 22,977 12,350 53.74 
II sosblteesbiesepdsuhatindasihdaintedtpeiastriimnnimsieisieataanann does ca 18,532 9,319 50.28 
SII thethathinicheuichesstasactssia anomie dcebaics Sees iien abc a ae 17,734 12,878 72.61 
OLEATE LEAL LOR A: 45,648 895 .0196 
ENN A ee ERNE aE 19,031 8,877 46.64 
SEINE sdistsilitesahestdbeausastingiatuinsieihundsaibani aust 15,169 9,276 61.15 
IIT -siitctsiicasehisiechitiiaiatompionsieninimiamnsinpapiaameladih eas a oan 9,344 5,080 54.36 
SIE ais ierdieaniiiteitieitiensitinth inistaasaans anu oruae er ee 18,031 9,058 50.23 
IIE iessnicnsincitdetnsadsnsssnlananiteinniniadss skidsiaiduieis cud aunee ot 22,490 13,230 58.82 
Clinton LEER AOE TERE. 49,436 15,766 31.89 
SI :Sisussiseibtslidetad Inicieiabindiaiedeaanianinaric cous: ..... 19,696 12,226 62.07 
eA en Me a rene ee ARE Te 23,658 10,713 45.28 
Sl asdisisththsareinntntindantuiarciiemnitensataitastanginiasiuntie ise ccs 9,898 7,254 73.28 
| IEEE NaETER 12,545 7,323 58.37 
RRR NCR Cee eheemmaeR ae er 17,709 11,791 66.58 
I aca ati ee 42,056 10,611 25.23 
SIE Whsisiusiedtatontnenonisidlitastenntenmuciiadiientaariar rc, 12,746 6,557 51.44 
| REA Ne eR Rea aRtaaeiere camels vias 71,294 82 0011 
SIE siesawisiibinpisccndashsteiinenabiniteninsiisinadammsmannatccnin 2 14,102 5,932 42.06 
SINE Siduuntuintialelbbiniicidieds oxeuiaseat-c dacesse cree 28,228 13,448 47.64 
I= Sehsdicielithichitadindeblindishssisebinpiltsaindsesdonadntsteanacs occas 21,457 8,262 38.5 
SII > <ssitictrbisisisidctsasibniihinbnndeeeastseiadaubeniainaenns coset 16,287 10,693 65.67 
eee siilohiliaitinadiaatinttins ieieiiadiaahieneaincies salient 12,302 8,778 71.35 
Greene ........ nis Aeeiesiasbiatenaentiiaiiaateatianelidsaiiaipiiiantaataai netic tas 15,613 8,427 53.97 
SI clon thesehbalitinciemsdisattbanbiss bastansaid udanleataentc, coat 13,683 9,518 69.56 
ss BSR aRCRNE ERNE 15,156 9,439 62.27 
SN ith sidiahininiteianedintatnnmmiancineuunaacedns Or 19,659 9,821 49.95 
ss ERE isis epenarniginiidhenibsiiitiamnintiAteiata anise 15,079 10,251 67.98 
II ce iaiitinssteitiiadmbcnainininnamutemamaronie te 22,189 2,605 11.74 
Harrison ..................... Le ITI Ia 19,508 11,295 57.9 
ss ere ith intaidndnalbihaitetadieeiaal 18,687 9,743 52.14 
SI chdicidindlieiedelinltaduterniinenaigtionbinigctnsanmmaierce cc 13,105 9,467 72.24 
Humboldt ................. sicieietaaeaichiinaiadhaadebotaisiadinaiea niente madiead 13,045 6,946 53.25 
Sait fale cotbahrsssueesebetebieinibeelsnasehciddiastaansamncaeson acace oe re 10,710 5,600 52.29 
IT ilnbiatcestutienaiasciibiitoiasiiadianceieaadssduadda danced. coon 15,838 11,642 73.51 
Jackson _....... nn sale ias aetna ications stp ct 18,627 12,361 66.36 
INN sstutnsiehianbibtainnieitudilesiiddeiameseinn ceca 32,235 14,634 45.50 
SI cssinitiidaiinsedeandibleiidipiacussbicuidiuanianenerdpancce ce co 15,451 7,935 51.36 
SI ihihisteietsitthnisdsinuiesthidimisipiatiniahtasnccsacc ce oe 45,591 18,031 39.55 
MRIS est abinccsttnciencrasietdininmameaisieietetiieesites ruse ae 19,405 10,422 53.71 





. Population Number Per Cent 
f Not Not Served 
Name of County Served By Libraries 

10,065 60.06 

17,196 65.6? 

10,876 25.29 

23,526 22.68 

62.43 

55.87 

58.46 

62.14 

48.84 

48.58 

Marshall 41.42 

Mills ee 55.38 

Mitchell 62.06 

74.36 

59.09 

Montgomery 39.84 
Muscatine 


Palo Alto 
Plymouth .... 
Pocahontas 
Polk 
Pottawattamie 
Poweshiek 


Winnebago 
Winneshiek 
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


President-Elect 
Opal Tanner, Librarian, P. M. Musser Library, Muscatine 





Treasurer 
Agnes Killerlain, Librarian, Fort Dodge High School, Fort Dodge 
Evelyn Zerzanek, Children’s Librarian, Cedar Rapids Public Library, 
Cedar Rapids 
Member of Executive Board 


Elizabeth B. Hage, Scott County Library, Eldridge 
Cecil Kilgore, Librarian, Guthrie Center High School, Guthrie Center 
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PERSONALS 


Florence Butler, director of work 
with children in the Sioux City public 
library, was speaker in Council Bluffs 
at a special program featuring Spring 
Book Festival. 

Carroll Coleman’s reprint of Gal- 
land’s “Iowa Emigrant” was chosen 
by the American Institute of Graphic 
Arts as one of the “fifty books of the 
year.” Mr. Coleman is university 
topographer and assistant professor 
of journalism at the State University 
of Iowa. The book, written by Dr. 
Isaac Galland, was first published in 
Chillicothe in 1840. It is one of the 
rarest of the early books on Iowa. 

Dr. Pearl Hografe, professor of 
English at Iowa State College, is 
working as research fellow at the 
Folger Library in Washington, D. C., 
this summer. 

Melva Peterson of Webster City, 
has been appointed music librarian in 
the Kansas City Public Library. For 
the last two years she had been on 
the staff of the 58th Street music 
branch of the New York Public Li- 
brary. She was formerly a member 
of the Des Moines Public Library 
staff. 

Doris Van Fossen resigned as a 
member of the State Traveling Li- 
brary staff May 4. She is at her home 
in Perry. 





NEWS FROM IOWA LIBRARIES 

Boone—Helen M. Stevens, librar- 
ian, attended Letha Davidson’s two- 
week training course in June. Elsie 
Handy also attended some of the 
morning classes. 

Cedar Falls — The library was 
closed for remodeling beginning June 
25, and the staff took their vacations 
while the ceiling was being lowered, 
receiving desk altered and general re- 
decorating carried out. 

Clarence—The library will have a 
new home as soon as the house which 
was deeded to it by the late Mrs. 
Edna Zybell is ready for occupancy. 
It will be known as the Edna Zybell 
Memorial Library. 

Lydia Bauman has been librarian 
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of the library now housed in the City 
Hall, since it was started in 1941. 

Colo—Mrs. Paul Henry, librarian, 
has arranged a portable library for 
Colo shut-ins. New shelves and a 
small table for children have been 
installed, and new books are being 
purchased. 


Dubuque County — The annual 
meeting of the Dubuque County Li- 
brary Association was held May 5, at 
a luncheon meeting at the Chamber 
of Commerce. The Dubuque County 
Library Board and librarians and 
friends of libraries also attended. 
Mrs. F. J. Bries, president of the 
association, presided. Blanche A. 
Smith, librarian of the State Travel- 
ing Library, was speaker. 

Eagle Grove—Mrs. Abbie Lukens- 
meyer, for 31 years librarian, has re- 
signed because of illness. For the 
past six months she has not been 
able to work and finally decided that 
she would have to give up. Her resig- 
nation was reluctantly received by 
the library board who expressed their 
appreciation of her long and loyal 
service. Mrs. George Paine has been 
appointed as her successor. 

Jesup—tThe public had a chance to 
visit the newly constructed library at 
its open house, June 30, and the 
library officially opened Monday. This 
building is a fulfillment of a dream of 
the Even Dozen Study Club which 
has had its ambition for years to see 
books and reading for young and old 
easily accessible. The library is under 
the management of a library board 
appointed by the mayor. 

Keota—Mrs. Maude Lyle, who has 
been librarian for the past eight 
years, resigned March 31, and is suc- 
ceeded by Mrs. Robert McNurlen who 
has been her assistant. 

Lost Nation—Marie Mohl has re- 
signed as librarian of the Lost Nation 
library. 

Manchester—Sue Fleming, who has 
been librarian for the past ten years, 
resigned in May and Mrs. Inez Gien- 
app has been appointed in her place. 
Mrs. Gienapp has been assistant li- 
brarian since 1949. Devotion, intel- 
ligence and a deep interest in her 











work characterized Miss Fleming’s 
service and she will long be remem- 
bered. 

Maquoketa—Bequests of $1,000 to 
the Maquoketa library and to the 
Boardman Library Institute were 
made by the late Ida Simpson. 


Marion—Mrs. Ralph R. Mills has 
been appointed assistant librarian 
and was in charge of the library dur- 
ing Miss Whitcomb’s absence neces- 
sitated by a fractured ankle. 

Marshalltown—Members of the 
public library staff and library trus- 
tees had a dinner June 29, honoring 
two members of the board, Mrs. E. 
Lester Williams and Mrs. M. U. 
Chesire, whose terms expired July 1. 
Mrs. Williams has served for 29 
years and was elected president of 
the board last year. Mrs. Chesire has 
given 19 years of service, much of 
the time as treasurer. Appreciation 
was voiced for their services and fare- 
well gifts presented. 

Newell—The library has moved 
from the City Hall where it has been 
located for 28 years to a new room 
in the Allee Memorial Building. Open 
house was held April 14. According 
to Miss Kinney, librarian, “The li- 
brary may be compared to a stock 
company ; the patrons own the shares 
and the dividends are the pleasure 
and information derived from the 
books they read. Your library card 
is your certificate and fathers, moth- 
ers, boys and girls are entitled to this 
card.” 

Oelwein—The Ethel Paget Chil- 
dren’s Reading Room was opened to 
the public June 14. Inlaid tile floor, 
attractive drapes and new books make 
the room inviting to the children for 
whom it was planned. Grants in her 
will for something for the library 
were made by Miss Ethel Paget, a 
long-time resident of the community, 
who died several months ago. 

Osage—Mrs. I. T. Iverson began 
her duties as librarian May 1. She 
succeeds Mrs. Flora Danforth who 
has served three years. 

Osceola—An all day celebration 
marked the 40th anniversary of the 
Osceola library June 14. The morn- 


ing was devoted to children, with a 
story hour. The librarian, Mrs. Mel- 
vin Goeldner, and the library board 
held open house during the afternoon, 
with the Osceola Woman’s Club serv- 
ing refreshments. The evening ex- 
ercises were held at the Presbyterian 
Church with Judge T. G. Garfield as 
speaker. Blanche A. Smith was pres- 
ent and appeared on the program. 
Clarice Baird, who was librarian until 
a few years ago, told some of the 
experiences during her service. Mrs, 
James Graves, a library trustee, pre- 
sented Miss Baird with a wristwatch 
from the board and appreciative 
friends in recognition of her faithful 
service for the community. After the 
program, refreshments were served 
at the library. New floor covering 
and paint have transformed the li- 
brary. 

Rembrandt—The library was open 
to the public June 6, with the library 
board presiding over the coffee table 
to welcome the 75 guests who came to 
celebrate the opening. The project is 
being sponsored by the Rembrandt 
Women’s Club, Amvet Auxiliary, Le- 
gion Auxiliary, and Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Organization. 


Scott County—Cosette Foglesong, 
who is attending library school at the 
University of Illinois, will spend her 
summer vacation by serving as Book- 
mobile librarian of Scott County. 

Sioux City—The Sioux City public 
library and the Junior League were 
hosts at a concert and tea April 29. 
This marked the opening of the new 
concert room at the library and was 
the first anniversary of the record 
studio established there by the league. 

Spirit Lake—Mrs. Ruth Thornburg 
is attending library school at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. Mrs. Bernice 
Bergman is serving as librarian dur- 
ing her absence. 

Stanton—tThe library has recently 
been remodeled and redecorated. A 
feature story about the library ap- 
peared in the Red Oak Express, June 
7, 1951, which says: “There are at 
least two things in which Stanton 
residents and farm families of the 
nearby countryside take deep civic 
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pride. They are the town’s ball team, 
the Vikings, and the public library. 
Stanton residents will tell you, and 
the records back it up, that neither 
the ball team nor the library takes 
a back seat to any town in the nation, 
of similar size.” 

Traer—Mrs. Pearl Street was ap- 
pointed librarian following the resig- 
nation of Ainslie Law, who had served 
as librarian since 1918. The library 
board presented Miss Law a lifetime 
pen and desk set in appreciation of 
her 32 years of faithful service. With 
the gift was an expression of ap- 
preciation by the board for her good 
management of the institution, her 
personal interest and responsibility 
during the years of its growth and 
development, high ideals and cour- 
teous and helpful service to the pa- 
trons of the library. 

Webb—A square dance party held 
at the Cobblestone Ballroom in Storm 
Lake was attended by more than 400 
Webb people and enriched the library 
fund by $225 June 4. The dance was 
sponsored by the library board. The 
money will be used to cover expenses 
of moving into larger quarters. 





CHANGES IN LIBRARY BOARDS 


Albia. Hugh Lundy succeeds W. 
A. Smith. 

Arthur. Mrs. B. B. Stephen and 
Mrs. H. Hanna were appointed to fill 
vacancies on the board. 

Bloomfield. Mrs. Kenneth Ander- 
son succeeds the late Mrs. Edward 
Burchett. Ray Baumgarten is a newly 
appointed member. 

Clarinda. Mrs. Ervin Spunaugle 
succeeds Mrs. Read Arthur, resigned. 

Decorah. William F. Baker and 
Robert Olson are new members of the 
board. Mrs. O. D. Bremness and Mrs. 
Clifford Schrubbe were appointed to 
fill vacancies of the late Monnie Wha- 
len and Mrs. R. H. Hunt. 

Keokuk. Chal F. McCoy, principal 
of the Junior High School, succeeds 
Dr. R. L. Reid, resigned. 

Maquoketa. Lester Romer has 
been appointed to the Boardman Li- 
brary Institute board. Frank Gibson 


succeeds the late Ida Simpson as 
president. 

New London. Mrs. E. E. Wessel 
succeeds Mrs. Ola Jericho, who re- 
signed because she moved to Mount 
Pleasant. 

Rembrandt. The members of the 
newly organized library board are: 
Mrs. Paul Jones, Mrs. Lloyd Hill, Mrs. 
H. T. Knutson, Mrs. E. H. Edwall, 
Mrs. Will Hickman and Mrs. Jessie 
Medsker. 

Schailer. Mrs. Lillie M. Franken 
succeeds Mrs. Samuel Hahne, re- 


signed. 
Scott County. H.C. Lund, Prince- 


ton, and Irwin Waage, Davenport, suc- 
ceed Elmer J. Hamann, Davenport, 
and A. J. Jones of LeClair. 

Sheffield. Reuben G. Wolf has 
been appointed to fill the unexpired 
term of Rev. A. S. Grarup. 





NECROLOGY 

Mrs. Edward Burchett, member of 
the Bloomfield library board, died 
May 25, following a long illness. 

Mrs. Laura M. Duncan, former li- 
brarian at Albia, died May 24, follow- 
ing a brief illness. She had served as 
librarian from 1906, when the Car- 
negie-Evans Library was opened, un- 
til 1950 when she resigned because 
of failing health. 

Ralph J. Levsen, a member of the 
Davenport library board, died May 
28. 

Ida Simpson, president of the 
Boardman Library Institute of Ma- 
quoketa, died on Easter Sunday. Miss 
Simpson had served as librarian for 
many years. 

Ella Turner, first librarian at Mis- 
souri Valley, died April 13, in Logan, 
where she had made her home for the 
past two years. 





FREE 

Bound volumes of St. Nicholas, 
1880-1884, are available on request, 
for transportation charges. The bind- 
ing is loose but otherwise the volumes 
are in good condition. Write to State 
Traveling Library if you are inter- 
ested in obtaining them. 
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SUMMER READING 
By Louise Fritchman 

Summer must have come. There’s 
already a set of stamping pencils 
with the fall date at the charging 
desk in the Pratt Library and the 
last booklist of the season is headed 
“perennial ‘summer privilege’ favor- 
ites’. In libraries all across the 
country this same kind of “summer 
privilege” is being arranged so that 
whether you stay at home or travel 
away for your vacation you can take 
with you books from your local li- 
brary to keep until fall. 

Our problem is that pleasant one 
choosing the books we will read in 
our more leisured hours—biography, 
history, novel, essay, perhaps a judi- 
cious mixture of several kinds. Of 
course, there’s the so-called “light 
reading” but who wants to be stuck 
miles from a library with a lot of 
books that one read in the first weeks 
of vacation? Who wants the trouble 
of carting them to and from the 
library in the first place? Or who 
wants to be stranded in some remote 
hamlet or hotel on a day sodden with 
rain when the only thing at hand is a 
copy of Life Magazine that you saw 
months ago? No, this is the time to 
be exceedingly wise in one’s choice so 
that the end of summer finds you re- 
turning books for whose companion- 
ship you can be truly grateful, books 
that widened or deepened your in- 
terests, your sympathies, or increased 
your knowledge. Even though you 
plan a vacation that will keep you so 
physically active that you hope you 
won’t have a moment to think, it’s 
well to recall right now that rain can 
descend torrentially for days in the 
summer, that there are journeys to 
be made (with delays both expected 
and unexpected) on railroad or high- 
way; that it’s well to be cushioned 
from the variety of minor misfor- 
tunes with some good book. 

The booklist from the Pratt library 
(or a similar list from any other li- 
brary) makes a good starter for one’s 
choice. Instead of being the usual 
weekly selection of books that have 
recently come into the library it’s a 


listing of some of those books taken 
every summer for the slower-paced 
reading that most of us seldom man. 
age during the rest of the year. It’s 
a good list in itself but like all such 
selections it has the added virtue of 
suggesting some of the books you’ve 
had on your own personal list for so 
long—Jean-Christophe, or War and 
Peace, or The History of Tom Jones, 
Now is a chance to cope with those. 


The Pratt list begins with The 
Education of Henry Adams, a book 
that’s very likely on a lot of personal 
lists. Everyone at some time or other 
jots down the names of books he 
means to read, or makes a mental 
note of a title and files it away, the 
written one among a clutter of 
papers, the mental one in some an- 
noyingly inaccessible nook of the 
mind. It seems scarcely worth the 
effort to retrieve these scattered 
titles. Frustration sets in. But some- 
one decided to deal with the matter 
of booklists of a cultural kind in a 
really thorough fashion. The result 
turned up in the Library in a pam- 
phlet containing some _ twenty-five 
lists. 

It includes the list made famous by 
St. John’s College, Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s list, Arnold Bennett’s (ar- 
ranged to cover the various periods 
in English literature and one of the 
College’s best in the lot), the Grolier 
Club’s, Columbia College’s, the “100 
outstanding books of 1924-44 pre- 
pared for Life Magazine” and so on. 
There is one thing such a list of lists 
can do for you—joggle loose the 
name of those books that were filed 
too securely in that far recess of your 
brain. There for instance, on several 
of the lists was Jeremy Taylor’s Holy 
Living and Holy Dying. I’ve been 
curious about it ever since I first en- 
countered the title in Walter De La 
Mare’s novel, The Memoirs of a 
Midget. One runs on references to it 
with persistent frequency. It does 
not sound like “light reading” but it 
ought to be tasted if I’m to cross at 
least one book off my list. I meant to 
read War and Peace for literally 
years and finally determined that 
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could not be put off. The book is long 
—1350 pages in the edition I read— 
put I set myself to read so many 
hundred pages a day no matter how 
well the fish were biting. Mind you, 
it wasn’t in any sense difficult read- 
ing but meaty, dramatic, wonderful ; 
there was just the inescapable fact of 
its length. I never was more richly 
rewarded except that other novels 
seemed pale in comparison for a long 
while afterwards. I recall reading 
Jean-Christophe in the same way 
during a summer between two col- 
lege years, taking time to savor and 
enjoy. 

There’s the lawyer friend who’d 
been plagued for years by his igno- 
rance of Moliere and Stendahl (two 
more writers beloved of the list 
makers). He raided the Moliere col- 
lection at the Buffalo Library and 
went off happily into Canada with six 
volumes in French and a translation 
of Tartuffe in case he got stuck on 
that important pinnacle of Moliere’s 
work. He bought a pocket edition of 
Stendahl’s The Red and the Black. I 
don’t think he had much else in his 
luggage except a pair of levis and a 
T-shirt. 

And if you stay in the city for most 
of the summer there’s nothing like a 


little solid reading to take your mind 
off the weather and your friends 
frolicking in the open spaces. Just a 
few pages at a time of that book 
you’ve meant to read whether it’s 
Gidieon’s Space, Time and Architec- 
ture or Kepes’ Language of Vision 
can give you the feeling that once 
more you’ve defeated a hot city night. 

Or, if you’ll be traveling, now is 
certainly the time to think over your 
choice of companions in print. Ships’ 
libraries and the newsstands (even 
since the advent of Pocket Books) 
rarely provide just the story or biog- 
raphy you want to help pass the long 
hours. E. M. Forster’s novel The 
Longest Journey eased for me a long 
night wait between trains in that 
dismal old Dearborn station in Chi- 
cago. I could forget for a little the 
hard benches, the interior looking 
like some particularly bad dream of 
Dali’s, the people milling about, the 
noise and dirt. Those long stretches 
in the west where the country rolls 
on for hundreds of miles are pres- 
ently sheer monotony. They, too, 
click quickly past if you are armed 
against them with something more 
than the magazines in the lounge car. 
Bless summer reading!—The Pratt 
Alumnus, June 1957. 








TRUSTEES 
LIBRARIANS 
STAFF MEMBERS 
FRIENDS OF LIBRARIES 


are all invited to come to the 
State Library Meeting 


at 


Iowa City, lowa 
October 4, 5, 6 





























ANNUAL REPORTS 


A bill that was passed by the 1951 
legislature will change the period of 
time to be covered in the annual re- 
port made by libraries this year. 


Senate Bill 212 requires annual re- 
ports at the last of the calendar year, 
December 31. The period covered in 
1951, then, will be from March 31, 
1951, to January 1, 1952. After that, 
the fiscal year will coincide with the 
calendar year. 

As suggested in a letter to libraries 
in June, the suggestion was made by 
the comptroller that funds be request- 
ed for the entire year, so that there 
will be no danger of being without 
funds from January until April when 
tax money is again available. 

The forms for annual reports will be 
sent out to libraries in December for 
the nine-month report. 




















